
<Date> 

<Envelope Salutation> 
<Address line 1> 
<Address Line 2> 
<Address Line 3> <Postcode> 

Dear <Letter Salutation>, 

I’m sorry to start this letter with such a horrific image 
of pain and suffering, but I just had to get across to you 
the urgency of the situation we’re facing. I’m writing to you 
about Raif Badawi, a young husband and father who right 
now is being imprisoned and brutally lashed by the Saudi 
Arabian authorities. His oldest son, Doudi (right), is about 
the same age as my kids.  

It is vital that we take action to help him right now. If 
we don’t, the awful public lashings may be re-enacted 
again this Friday and the Friday after that, and again every Friday until we can stop it. 

Raif’s physical and mental health is failing from the first fifty lashes he’s received and the 
constant threat of more to come. 

What crime could warrant such a vicious attack on a person? Doudi’s dad, Raif, started a 
blog for readers to openly discuss religion, politics and human rights in Saudi Arabia. He merely 
wanted to encourage peaceful debate. But, such a basic act of free speech was viewed as a threat 
to the control of the Saudi government. For creating a forum for people to share opinions, Raif was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison and 1000 lashes. The first flogging happened a few months ago. 

Raif was led by police to the middle of a crowd at the end of morning prayers. He was 
handcuffed, shackled, and his face was uncovered. Then it began. A security officer approached 
him from behind with a huge cane and started lashing him. Eyewitnesses recounted the flogging: 

Raif was beaten on his back and legs, again and again, until the 50 lashes 
were delivered. The punishment took about five minutes. It was very quick, with 

no break in between lashes. Raif raised his head towards the sky, closing his 
eyes and arching his back. He was silent but you could tell from his face and his 

body that he was in real pain. 

This is a horrific image of pain and suffering, but imagine being Samar Badawi, Raif’s sister, 
in the crowd, forced to watch it. Or, being Ensaf Haidar, Raif’s wife and Doudi’s mum, 10,000 
kilometres away in Quebec, having to explain it to your kids so they didn’t find out from the 
newspaper. Having to console them as they cried and asked why. Ensaf said, “I wanted them to 
hear it from their mother first. It’s a very brutal thing for children to hear and they were very sad. 
My husband created a website. All he did was blog. He wanted to share his opinions and exercise 
his right to free speech.” 
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<Letter Salutation>, will you donate <$Ask1> to help Raif 

Badawi and the many other human rights defenders standing up for 
freedom of expression? 

 
My sons are about the same age as Doudi and his siblings. I 

also have a blog. Like Raif, my blog was created to encourage debate. 
Just like Raif, I moderate commentary on religion, politics and human 
rights. So, in just slightly different circumstances, it could have been 
my husband explaining to my son why mummy is in prison. 

 
But unlike Raif, I live here in Aotearoa, and here, we have 

freedom of speech. 
 

I didn’t always live here. I was born in Malaysia. In my home country, there is a colonial-era 
Sedition Act. It has increasingly been used to investigate and imprison academics, journalists, 
lawyers and others who have peacefully expressed their opinions. Over the last year, almost 50 
people have been harassed by the government in this crackdown on freedom of thought.  

 
I moved to Auckland when I was about Doudi’s age. I grew up here in a leafy suburb but was 

always mindful of where I had come from and had an unsettling sense of needing to do something 
about the world. Just after the birth of my son, I started working for Amnesty International. I was 
ecstatic, here was a chance to really make a difference while living in the safety of New Zealand. 

 
My mother was horrified. She begged me to return to my job at the local high school. She 

was adamant that they would come in the middle of the night and murder my child and husband in 
retribution for what I was doing. This might seem a bit dramatic, but when you’ve grown up in 
those circumstances, it is commonplace to put your head down and hide. She could not fathom a 
government that would allow human rights research and activism to take place without retribution.  

 
And, for many of my Amnesty International colleagues around the world, these sorts of 

government threats and harassment are a sad part of their lives. Walking into an Amnesty 
International office, wearing a human rights t-shirt, putting our sticker on your laptop, these are 
things that could get you harassed or imprisoned in Russia, China, and many other parts of the 
world. In some countries, merely getting this letter in your mailbox would be cause for an 
investigation. I’m sure you’d agree with me that those of us who can speak our minds have a 
responsibility to protect that right for everyone. I’m hoping I can count on you to stand with us. 

 
Freedom of expression is the cornerstone of human rights. Article 19 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights states: 

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 

impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers. 

Living here, in this democratic society, we can sometimes forget how important freedom of 
expression is. Arguments fire back and forth every day across social media, blogs, website 
commentary and talk back radio. There are endless parodies of our Prime Minister unable to 
hammer a nail into a piece of wood, and yet there are no black vans looming outside editors’ 
homes in the middle of the night. The New Zealand Herald has to check only for profanity in their 
letters to the editor and will print the letters verbatim without fear for the safety of the writers. 

 
<Letter Salutation>, will you donate <$ask1> to make free speech a real human right 

Family photo of Raif Badawi with 

his three kids                           
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everywhere in the world, not just in New Zealand? 
 
The power of Amnesty International supporters like you should never be underestimated. 

When Raif was lashed earlier this year, over a million people around the world stood together and 
called for his freedom. We’ve pressured government leaders, including our own, to take a stand for 
Raif. His next public floggings have been postponed. The authorities might be responding to you – 
or they might be allowing Raif to heal just enough to endure this brutal punishment again without 
dying. We must continue our bold campaigning until he is reunited with his family and has justice, 
and I am hopeful you will help us do so now. 

 
Raif Badawi isn’t the only journalist under attack for speaking 

his mind. Mohamed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed are in a retrial in 
Egypt right now, charged with ‘falsifying news’. Their Al Jazeera 
colleague, Peter Greste (left, his first tweet celebrating his release 
from prison), was also imprisoned but was deported to Australia where 
he is a celebrated journalist for his bravery and activism.  

 
The first trial for Peter and his colleagues was an insult to rule 

of law. Their lawyer reported that prosecutors tried to charge him 1.2 
million Egyptian pounds ($224,300 NZD) just to view the video 
evidence against his client. According to our researchers observing the 
trial, none of the “evidence” presented was even linked back to the 
journalists.  

 
Despite all these obvious violations of the right to fair trial, the Al Jazeera journalists were 

found guilty and sentenced to at least seven years in prison. Thanks to the activism of Amnesty 
International supporters around the world, these journalists are getting a retrial right now. It is 
crucial that we act together in this moment to help them keep their freedom.  

 
Let’s be clear here, these journalists were sentenced to prison for doing their jobs. They 

weren’t speaking their minds, they were covering events for the news. They were informing the 
world. By clamping down on these journalists, the Egyptian government is unilaterally deciding 
what is ‘acceptable’ news and restricting the flow of information. These journalists went to prison 
for telling you the truth.  

 
By clamping down on these journalists, they are clamping down on your right to know what is 

happening in the world. Without journalists who provide fair and balanced reporting, how will the 
truth be exposed? These brave individuals are often the crucial link to accurate information in 
human rights hotspots.  

 
Earlier this year, when masked men gunned down twelve people in the offices of a satirical 

magazine, Charlie Hebdo, the world stood united in a show of support for free speech. As the old 
saying goes, “I may not agree with what you have to say, but I’ll defend your right to say it.” Tom 
Scott, New Zealand’s leading satirical comic, called for journalists and cartoonists to double their 
efforts in response to this attack. He told a story about meeting Palestinian and Israeli political 
cartoonists and said, “I just hope other cartoonists find the strength to carry on and not be 
intimidated by this.” 

 
We know how to protect free speech, but we need your help. <Lapsed> <Letter Salutation>, 

will you donate <$ask1> now to ensure journalists and other human rights defenders can continue 
to tell the truth? For the cost of a <book> or a <print>, you can protect this cornerstone of human 
rights for all.  

 
Raif’s arrest in Saudi Arabia… The attack on Charlie Hebdo’s offices in France… The 

multitudes of people being arrested in Malaysia under the Sedition Act… The Al Jazeera journalists 

Via Twitter @PeterGreste 



in Egypt... I’ve included a few more cases as well with this letter. Free speech is under attack. This 
persecution is happening in other countries, but picture for a minute if it were our reality in New 
Zealand. It’s a world where John Campbell disappears in the middle of the night because he 
reports on government corruption or ethics. It’s a world where your search history in Google is 
enough to put you in prison. It’s a world where library shelves are empty. Where teachers are 
unable to teach critical thinking and where people at-risk are afraid to call us for help. 

 
I don’t want to raise my sons in that world.  

 
I want to teach my sons that the right to express themselves, and the right to be themselves, 

are vitally important. I can tuck my sons into bed reading them Harry Potter and not be afraid that 
we will be accused of blasphemy for owning these books. My sons and I can visit the public library 
and choose whatever books we want without worrying about crossing the government the wrong 
way. We are free to have an imagination, curiosity, and to explore our thoughts without fear.  

 
Did Doudi’s dad, Raif, have the same freedom? When Raif and his wife Ensaf go out and buy 

books for their children, what books do they have access to?  
 
I don’t ever want more children to have to go through what Raif Badawi’s children, Miriyam, 

Doudi and Najwa, are going through right now, wondering if their father will survive. We know how 
to stop this, but we can’t do it without you.  

 
<Letter salutation>, will you donate <final ask> to fight censorship? How much does free 

speech mean to you? 
 

 
   Yours in solidarity, 

    
   Vivian Chandra 
   IT and Database Manager 

 
 

 
PS. For the cost of books by your favourite author, you can defend freedom of expression. To 

thank you for donating, we’ll send you an Amnesty International bookmark celebrating free speech.  



SOMETHING YOU 
DID TODAY COULD 

LAND YOU IN PRISON

Your actions are powerful. Every day, thousands of people 
like you send letters and take action on behalf of people 
they will never meet. They do it because they take injustice 
personally. Together, we are letting repressive governments 
know they cannot abuse or imprison defenders of free 
speech. 

Don’t let them silence the truth. Donate today to send a 
powerful message and amplify the voices of these brave  
activists.

Everyone has the right to freedom 
of opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas through      
any media and regardless of frontiers.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
Article 19
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ALL I DID WAS CREATE A BLOG

10 YEARS IN PRISON 
1000 LASHINGS

Raif Badawi, Saudi Arabia

all photos © private

31-year-old Raif Badawi went to prison for 10 years for 
managing the Liberal Saudi Network website, started in 
2008. Raif was arrested a year ago and was flogged in 
Jeddah in January. He is scheduled for weekly floggings each 
week until he has reached 1000.

Raif’s lawyer, Waleed Abu Al-Khair, is serving a 15 year 
prison sentence for his work defending clients. The charges 
against him include ‘antagonising international organisations 
against the kingdom’ - related to his engagement with 
international human rights mechanisms including the UN -  
and ‘incitement of public opinion against authorities.’



ALL I DID WAS HOLD AN UMBRELLA

Wang Zang, China

ALL I DID WAS DRAW A PICTURE

Atena Farghadani, Iran 

ALL I DID WAS REPORT THE TRUTH 

Nazeeha Saeed, Bahrain

Poet Wang Zang faces three years in prison after police 
agents raided his home in Beijing during the democracy 
protests in Hong Kong last year. 
The 29-year-old father had posted on Twitter a home 
photo of himself holding an umbrella. The next morning 
police tore his house apart and arrested him in front of 
his children, ages two and five. 
In addition to the light blue umbrella, the agents also 
confiscated a computer, router, and a pair of reading 
glasses.  

28-year-old artist Atena Farghadani was first arrested 
in August 2014 and charged with ‘spreading 
propaganda against the system’ and ‘insulting 
members of the parliament through paintings.’ Twelve 
officers turned up at her house. They confiscated her 
personal belongings, blindfolded her and took her to 
Evin Prison, with no access to a lawyer or her family. 
She was released from prison only to be arrested again 
in January. She is on a hunger strike protesting her 
detention and was relocated from the Gharchak prison 
to a hospital on 26 February after suffering a heart 
attack.imprisoned without 

access to a lawyer

France 24 TV journalist Nazeeha Saeed was beaten repeatedly 
with a hose pipe by Bahraini police. She was then blindfolded, 
electrocuted and had her head forced down a toilet. She was accused 
of fabricating her broadcasts about protestor’s deaths. 

“I remain a professional, objective journalist. The system tried to 
make me a victim, but it didn’t succeed. I feel I am constantly 
under scrutiny; that the authorities are just waiting for me to make 
a mistake. But I’m not someone who gets scared easily. My mother 
worries that I might be arrested whenever I go out, but she knows my 
work is important and is proud of me.”

TORTURED AND 

INTERROGATED

three years in 
prison



FIGHT CENSORSHIP AND PROTECT FREE SPEECH

My cheque is enclosed (made payable to Amnesty International Aotearoa New Zealand)

Please check your contact details:

<BARCODE>      
<Salutation>
<Address Line 1>
<Address Line 2>
<Address Line 3> <Postcode>
Email: <Email>
Phone: <Day Phone> <Eve Phone>  <Mob> 

COMMENTS

You can also call Erica on 0800 266 378 to give by phone or donate by bank 
deposit to ASB Bank 12 3057 0807706 04 (reference <serial> FreeSpeech)   
Or give online http://www.amnesty.org.nz/donate

   Amnesty International New Zealand       PO Box 5300       Wellesley St       Auckland 1141

Credit Card             Visa          MasterCard           American Express              Diners

Card Number               

Expiry Date                       

Name on Card                                                   Signature      

Gifts $5 or more are tax deductible. Charities Commission number CC35331

       /

Raif Badawi’s family is speaking out for his 
freedom. Thank you for helping them. 

For the price of a <print> you can ensure 
journalists and other human rights defenders 
remain free to tell the truth.

<Form2> 

_____ Your choice. Surprise us!

 <Form3> 

<Form1> 

Please debit my card (details below)
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<Date> 

 
 
<Envelope Salutation> 
<Address line 1> 
<Address Line 2> 
<Address Line 3> <Postcode> 
 
Dear <Letter Salutation>, 
 
Just last week, Atena Farghadani was tried in Tehran for ‘insulting members of parliament 

through paintings.’ You may recall her case from the letter I sent you recently. 
 
Her crime? Drawing this cartoon:  

 
Atena was sentenced to over 12 years in 

prison, simply for this drawing. She was 
arrested in August 2014 and kept in solitary 
confinement for over two weeks in Tehran’s 
notorious Evin prison. She was denied access 
to her lawyer or her family. Atena turned to her 
art, using paper cups and flowers from the 
exercise area to continue drawing. When the 
prison guards discovered this, they retaliated 
by beating her and subjecting her to degrading 
body searches. She is only 28 years old. 

 
Atena’s case is urgent. I need to ask, will 

you donate <$Ask1> to help her stand up for freedom of expression? I’ve included a few more cases 
like hers with this letter. There is no question that free speech is under attack. If you have already 
responded to this request, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. Your receipt and bookmark are 
on the way.   

You may recall the case of Saudi Arabia journalist Raif Badawi. For creating a forum for people 
to share opinions, Raif was sentenced to 10 years in prison and 1000 lashes. The first flogging 
happened a few months ago, and all the appeals on his case have been denied. Raif’s physical and 
mental health is failing from the first 50 lashes and the constant threat of more to come.  
 

Eyewitnesses recounted the flogging: Raif was beaten on his back and legs, again and again, 
until the 50 lashes were delivered. The punishment took about five minutes. It was very quick, with 
no break in between lashes. Raif raised his head towards the sky, closing his eyes and arching his 
back. He was silent but you could tell from his face and his body that he was in real pain.  

 
This is a horrific image of pain and suffering, but imagine being Samar Badawi, Raif’s sister, in 

the crowd, forced to watch it. Or, being Ensaf Haidar, Raif’s wife, 10,000 km away in Quebec, 
having to explain it to your three kids so that they didn’t find out from the newspaper. Having to 
console them as they cried and asked why. Ensaf said, “I wanted them to hear it from their mother 
first. It’s a very brutal thing for children to hear and they were very sad. My husband created a 
website. All he did was blog. He wanted to share his opinions and exercise his right to free speech.”  
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The power of Amnesty International supporters like you should never be underestimated. When 
Raif was lashed earlier this year, over a million people around the world stood together and called for 
his freedom. We’ve pressured government leaders, including our own, to take a stand for Raif. His 
public floggings were postponed. <Thanks> The authorities might be responding to you – or they 
might be allowing Raif to heal just enough to endure this brutal punishment again without dying.  We 
believe he could be flogged again as soon as next Friday. We must continue campaigning together 
until he is reunited with his family and has justice, and I am hopeful you will help us do so now. 
<Act>  

We know that <donate> helps ensure journalists and other human rights defenders can 
continue to tell the truth. For the cost of a <book> or a <print>, you are ensuring that everyone has 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression.  

Free speech must never be taken for granted. I know this from my experiences growing up in 
Malaysia, where the Sedition Act is used to silence and imprison journalists. I moved to Auckland 
when I was about the same age as Raif’s kids. I grew up in a leafy suburb but was always mindful of 
where I had come from and had an unsettling sense of needing to do something about the world. Just 
after the birth of my son, I started working for Amnesty International. I was ecstatic, here was a 
chance to really make a difference while living in the safety of New Zealand.  

My mother was horrified. She begged me to return to my job at the local high school. She was 
adamant that they would come in the middle of the night and murder my family in reprisal for what I 
was doing. She could not fathom a government that would allow human rights research and activism 
to take place without retribution.  

This seems extreme, but for many of my Amnesty International colleagues around the world, 
government threats and harassment are a sad part of their lives. Walking into an Amnesty 
International office, wearing a human rights t-shirt, putting our sticker on your laptop, these are 
things that could get you harassed or imprisoned in Russia, China, and many other parts of the world. 
In some countries, merely getting this letter in your mailbox would be cause for an investigation. 

By clamping down on journalists, authorities are clamping down on your right to know what is 
happening in the world. Without journalists who provide fair and balanced reporting, how will the 
truth be exposed? These brave individuals are often the crucial link to accurate information in dire 
human rights situations. 

 I’m sure you’d agree with me that those of us who can speak our minds have a responsibility to 
protect that right for everyone. I’m hoping I can count on you to stand with us today. There is so 
much more we can do to protect freedom of expression, but we can’t do it without you. <lapsed> 

<Letter salutation>, will you donate <final ask> now to protect the brave journalists and human 
rights defenders standing up for free speech? 

Yours in solidarity, 

Vivian Chandra 
IT and Database Manager 

P.S. To thank you for donating, we’ll send you an Amnesty International bookmark, so you can 
show the world that you are an advocate for free speech.  



FIGHT CENSORSHIP AND PROTECT FREE SPEECH

My cheque is enclosed
(made payable to Amnesty International Aotearoa New Zealand)

Please check your contact details:

<BARCODE> 
<EnvelopeSalutation>
<Address Line 1>
<Address Line 2>
<Address Line 3> <Postcode>
Email: <Email>
Phone: <Day Phone> <Eve Phone>  <Mob> 

COMMENTS

You can also call Erica on 0800 266 378 to give by phone or donate by bank 
deposit to ASB Bank 12 3057 0807706 04 (reference <serial> FreeSpeech)   
Or give online www.amnesty.org.nz/donate

   Amnesty International New Zealand     PO Box 5300       Wellesley St       Auckland 1141

Credit Card             Visa          MasterCard American Express Diners

Card Number

Expiry Date        

Name on Card                                                   Signature      

Gifts $5 or more are tax deductible. Charities Commission number CC35331

       /

Atena faces 12 years in prison for drawing a cartoon 
in Iran. She will be 40 when she is released, but 
your donation is fighting for her freedom now.

<Form2> 

_____ Your choice. Surprise us!

 <Form3> 

<Form1> 

Please debit my card (details below)



Freedom Of Expression Fields 
Monetary fields 

• <$ask1>
• <$ask2>
• <$ask3>
• <$form1>
• <$form2>
• <$form3>

Lapsed: If last donation was May 2014 or less recent, get the sentence: Your last donation was on 
<last gift date>, so your membership has expired. I hope we can count on you to join with us again. 

Book: 

• If $35 or less, hardback book
• $36 - $74, couple books
• $75 - $99, few of your favourite books
• $100 - $149, couple months of Internet
• $150 - $299, few months of Internet
• $300 +, basic Internet plan
• No prompts: few of your favourite books

Print: 

• $35 or less, couple weeks of the newspaper.
• $36 - $124, a month or two of the newspaper
• $125 +,  newspaper subscription
• No prompts: a month or two of the newspaper

Thanks: If they took action on Raif, they get the sentence: Thank you for taking action on his case. 

Act: If they didn’t take action on Raif, they get the sentence, If you haven’t signed the petition, you 
can do so at www.amnesty.org.nz/freeraif 

Final ask:  <$ask1>, <$ask2> or even <$ask3> 
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